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GRAND JURY RETURNS “NO CAUSE FOR ACTION” IN ESSEX 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS OFF-DUTY FIREARM 

DISCHARGE ON OCTOBER 7, 2021 

 

 On October 7, 2022, an Essex County Grand Jury voted not to file any criminal charges at 

the conclusion of its deliberations regarding an off-duty Essex County Department of Corrections 

officer-involved firearm discharge. 

 

  On August, 13 2021, three off-duty Essex County Department of Corrections officers 

were standing on the sidewalk outside a tavern located at 60 Pulaski Street in Newark.  At 

approximately 12:43 a.m., an individual wearing a white t-shirt and dark-colored shorts confronted 

one of the tavern’s employees a few feet away from the officers.   

 

The individual withdrew a silver revolver from his rear waistband area and held it pointed 

down while he argued with the employee.  The employee was afraid that the individual would 

shoot him, so he grabbed the individual’s hand.  A physical altercation ensued between the 

employee and the individual.  The individual raised the revolver and fired a shot at the employee.  

The individual then turned and fired a shot toward the street, close to where one of the officers was 

standing. 

 

One of the off-duty corrections officers observed the individual holding the silver revolver 

while he argued with the employee.  The officer withdrew his duty issued firearm, identified 

himself as a law enforcement officer, pointed his firearm at the individual, and gave multiple 

commands to the individual to drop his gun.  When the individual fired his first shot, the officer 

did not fire his weapon because the employee was in his line of fire.  As the individual began to 

turn toward the street and fire his second round, the employee moved, and the officer’s line of fire 

became clear.   The officer fired two rounds at the individual.  The individual continued to fire at 

the officer while he ran south on Pulaski Street and turned east on Warwick Street.  The officer 

fired four more rounds and stopped firing when the individual ceased firing at him.   

 

After taking cover, the officer realized that he had been wounded in his left calf.  The 

individual was found at a local hospital with non-life-threatening wounds to his upper chest and 

shoulder.  A third party who was not involved in the altercation was wounded in the lower leg. 

 

 The Essex County Prosecutor’s Office Professional Standards Bureau investigated this 

incident and obtained all relevant evidence.  The investigation was conducted in accordance with 
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the Attorney General’s Independent Prosecutor Directive, issued in 2006, strengthened in 2015, 

and expanded in 2019.   

 

This case was presented to an Essex County Grand Jury.  The Grand Jury was instructed 

in accordance with the Model Grand Jury Instructions on Police-Use-of-Force issued by the Office 

of the New Jersey Attorney General.   

 

After considering testimony, video evidence, crime scene photographs, and instructions on 

the legal standards, the Grand Jury found that the officer’s actions were justified.  An officer may 

use deadly force in New Jersey when the officer reasonably believes it is immediately necessary 

to protect the officer or another person from imminent danger of death or serious bodily harm. 

 

A conflicts check was conducted pursuant to the Independent Prosecutor Directive and no 

actual or potential conflict of interest was found involving any individual assigned to the 

investigation.  At the conclusion of this investigation, the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office 

referred the matter to the appropriate law enforcement agency for administrative review in 

accordance with the Attorney General’s Internal Affairs Policy & Procedures. 

 

 This entire matter has been reviewed by the Essex County Prosecutor. 
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